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CORRESPONDENCE 

Comments  on  “The Weather and Circulation of July 
1966” 

R. A. HORNSTEIN 

Atlantic  Weather Central, Halifax, N.S., Canada 

The discussions of tropical storms Becky and Celia by 
Mr. Posey [l]  do  not agree with analyses carried out in 
this office. Ever since the disastrous Northumberland 
Strait Storm [2] forecasting meteorologists in eastern 
Canada  have been keenly watchful of small storms of 
tropical origin. 

The disturbance which eventually developed into 
Becky was first detected in the ESSA 2 photograph of 
June 29 (Pass 1534), and the photograph taken  by 
Nimbus 2, Pass 630, 1500 GMT July 1 showed  well-defined 
spiral  bands,  a definite circulation center, and indications 
of an eye. The ESSA 2 photograph of July 2 (Pass 1572) 
indicated a  mature storm. A t  0000 GMT July 3 a ship 
near 42” N. reported wind gusts of 65 kt.  By 1200 GMT 

July 3 the circulation center was about 150 mi. east of 
Sable Island, was  moving northwestward, and could 
still be identified in  the ESSA 2 photograph (Pass 1585). 
Becky was not dropped from the surface charts until 
0000 GMT July 4 when its  remnants were  close to Cape 
Breton. 

Celia appeared to have two distinct lives of at  least  a 
quasi-tropical nature, the  later of which  was carried on 
our surface charts from July 19 to 22. The existence and 
position of the circulation were corroborated also by  the 
satellite photographs during this period,  e.g.,  ESSA 2 ,  
Pass 1813 on July 21 and ESSA 2, Pass 1827 on July 22. 
On July 21 the  storm passed very close to Sable Island, 
where the sea  level pressure fell 7 mb. in slightly over  one 
hour prior to  the passage of the storm,  and it was still 
identifiable when it passed  over the southwestern tip of 
Newfoundland early on July 22. 
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Reply 

J. W.  POSEY 

Extended Forecast Division, NMC, Weather Bureau, ESSA, Washington, 
D.C. 

The  statements  in Mr. Hornstein’s correspondence 
regarding tropical storms Becky and Celia are essentially 
correct. I wish to  thank him  for bringing the error to 
my attention. 

When I was preparing the article on the  July weather, I 
attempted  to obtain the available information on the 
tropical storms that had occurred in July.  Either because 
of a misunderstanding or the incompleteness of prelim- 
inary  storm tracks, the entire history of the two storms 
in question was not obtained. The tracks of all tropical 
storms which  occurred in  the  Northern  Atlantic during 
1966 are shown as completely as possible in the annual 
hurricane survey article elsewhere  in this issue [l]. 
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